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IN THE COMMUNITY
Season’s Greetings
Everyone in Eastbury was delivered a card
from the ERA over the Christmas break. We
thought that this would be a nice way to
engage with everyone – we hope you liked
our new idea!

Pizzas For New Hope Trust
On 18th January Social Dough Pizza served hot pizzas to 75 individuals who are
supported by New Hope Trust.
This was thanks to the Social Dough team, and to everyone in the community who
donated pizzas. Our special thanks go to the Eastbury Residents Association for
their £100 donation. We also received large donations from Jaspar Foundation,
Magnum Brands, and a group of neighbours from Eastbury Avenue. Without all
your support and generosity this would not have been possible.
Feedback from the New Hope team and individuals they support: “The pizzas were a definite treat! It really helped boost morale across the board,
during this difficult period.” Steve, Rough Sleeping Prevention Service Manager at
New Hope.
 “Many....remarked how good it made them feel to have an outside
company come and cook up food specially for them.”
 “Wow, this is really nice, and really kind of them.”
 “This is the best thing I’ve eaten in weeks”
What’s Next? We will be running this once a month at New Hope, as long as we
have the funds to do so!
How can you help? Please donate what you can to help make a difference to our
local homeless community.
Thank you from
Moor Park & Eastbury Neighbours Together

On behalf of the Eastbury residents, the
ERA was pleased to donate £100 to the
Pizza Initiative, run by the Moor Park &
Eastbury Community Drive!
Together with the Social Dough
company, they provided pizzas for all
those supported by Watford New Hope
on Monday 18th January. Thank you to
our ERA members for allowing us to
support this initiative and to MP&E for
the wonderful work they are doing in
our community!
The Social Dough Company are often on
a driveway in the Eastbury area topping
their Pizzas. Keep an eye on their
website for their next visit
www.thesocialdough.com
Or their Facebook page
@thesocialdoughcompany

Help our Hedgehogs!
With an estimated 1.5 million hedgehogs across Great Britain, and with those in rural populations
declining more rapidly than urban areas, there is a real danger that hedgehogs will be extinct in the UK
by 2025! We thought we should give you a few tips on how to help out our spikey friends in Eastbury: 1) Access and egress – fences split up the territory that a hedgehog must forage in, so having a little hole in your fence could
well enable them to move in and out of your garden. The hole needs to be about the size of a CD cover.
2) Slugs and bugs – these little wonders love to feed on invertebrates so getting bugs to come into your garden with nectar
rich flowers is important. More importantly, please don’t use slug pellets.
3) Nest and rest – hedgehogs need somewhere to hibernate through the winter, but also a place that they can lie out in during
the day. So have a few places around your garden that are a bit wild, maybe a log pile, potentially even a hedgehog home.
4) Drink or drown – dehydration is a serious problem, particularly for young hedgehogs in the summer, so having some water
out that they can drink is important. But if you have a pond, make sure that any hog that falls in can get out again
5) Remove hazards – Your garden can be the perfect place for a hedgehog or could be full of potential dangers. Make sure that
you cover up drains, don’t have netting lying around. If setting light to a bonfire in autumn, make sure you check through it
before you do.
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What’s New News?
Our Neighbourhood Plan - From your Neighbourhood Plan correspondent, David Caiden
Despite the obvious pandemic handicap to holding public meetings, the BCC Neighbourhood Plan public consultation has proceeded
with Focus Group meetings by use of Zoom sessions through November, December 2020 and January 2021
Two blocks of four meetings were undertaken, four for Rickmansworth Town and environs and four for Moor Park & Eastbury Ward.
The facilitators for the MP&E sessions were David Caiden and Craige Coren. David gave PowerPoint presentations under each of
the four headings which were, in sequence: Open Spaces, Design & Heritage, Civic & Employment and Infrastructure.
Attendance was somewhat lower than anticipated for the first three MP&E sessions with not all those who had registered joining.
However, the Infrastructure session was popular attracting over 20 attendees. This presentation focussed on sustainability,
resilience and maintainability and was followed by a lively open debate such that the session extended well beyond the allocated
two hours.
The aim of the Focus Group sessions is to feed residents’ desires into the Plan through our consultant advisers such that the
completed plan will fit with the aims of the District Plan to set policies, and possibly projects, that will result in our neighbourhood
remaining a wonderful but further improved environment for residents. The Draft Plan has to go to an external Examiner for
approval and when her/his comments are incorporated the final version gets voted on for adoption by residents.
Find out more at https://www.batchworthplan.org.uk/
Leave comments on the consultation map: https://batchworth.commonplace.is/

Enid’s Eastbury Memories
I was seven years old when my family moved to Moor Park in 1937, two years before
the start of the second world war. I went to St. Helens school and used to walk or cycle
to and from school.
When I was about 12 years old, my family bought me a pony, named Gypsy. Gypsy was
kept in a field adjacent to Batchworth Lane.
There were very few houses in Eastbury Farm Estate. Building had stopped when the
war started and only resumed a few years after the end of the war. The only proper
road was Westbury Road which was gravel.
I rode Gypsy most weekends and as often as possible after school. I used to love riding Gypsy across the Eastbury fields. I
used to canter across Batchworth Lane and then over the Eastbury fields that were filled with blackberry bushes. There
were very few cars on the roads, and I was free to cycling and ride. I had a wonderful relationship with Gypsy. She was very
mischievous but looked after me.
I met my future husband in Eastbury. I did not know at the time, that he had seen me riding my pony and he knew the route
that I would usually take. He would then cycle to a spot that I was due to pass, where he could conveniently and accidently
meet me. We married and bought a plot of land on The Fairway in Eastbury. Eastbury consisted mainly of open fields with a
few houses built closest to Batchworth Lane. We built our house ion 1953 from which we were able to see the trains on the
Metropolitan line travelling to and from London. The photograph shows me and Gypsy in the back garden of our home.
We raised our family in this home and as more people moved into the area made wonderful friends. This was a happy
neighbourhood. My children recall how they used to hide in one of the local oak trees and surprise the milkman as he came to
make his early morning deliveries.
I still live in my house on The Fairway and continue to enjoy everything that Eastbury has to offer.
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Eastbury’s Gen Z
A Student’s Perspective
When the Prime Minister announced yet another nationwide lockdown, this time including the closure of schools, a wave of
disappointment rippled through students across the country, especially those due to sit A Level and GCSE examinations. We had been
assured schools would not close and our education would not continue to suffer.
The extreme circumstances of the past year had made learning very difficult, whether it be online classes or simply maintaining the
motivation to keep working. Despite this all, we had persevered and remained dedicated to studying for our final exams. Although
there is shared disappointment with all students, I must acknowledge my place of privilege in this scenario and how it may influence
my opinion. I have been fortunate enough to continue experiencing quality education through remote learning, while some students
have had scarce contact with their teachers. This severe disparity in teaching and resources across the country has led to the
understandable necessity of exam cancellation. The limited opportunity to catch up on learning, initially given by the three-week
deferral of exams, is no longer sufficient for all students to have a fair chance of performing to the best of their ability. Therefore,
some students have found solace in the knowledge that the prospect of an unfair advantage has been eliminated.
However, some students like me, have been filled with deep frustration and hopelessness. There is a sense that the hard work carried
out has almost been a waste. I was due to sit my A Levels this May and had poured all my effort into preparation for them. To say I
was upset by the announcement would be an understatement, and I know many of my peers share this sentiment. Additionally, it has
now created a lack of motivation since there is no longer an end goal to work towards. The fate of our futures is worrying, as there is
still immense uncertainty surrounding the awarding of grades and how this will affect higher education placements and work
opportunities.
Our age group is facing extraordinary pressure from all aspects of our lives, and as a result our mental health is deteriorating. We are
emotionally and mentally exhausted from our academics, deprived of vital social interactions needed for our sanity, concerned about
our futures and are worried for our families’ health. I have no doubt the struggles faced during this pandemic will have a long-lasting
impact on my generation.
Dinushka Peiris, Upper Sixth Student at St Helen’s School, Northwood

Teaching in COVID Times
Schools closing due to coronavirus has raised a lot of concerns about the welfare of pupils and their education, however, as a teacher
I feel that plenty can be done to minimize these worries. The main concerns are based around the amount of screen time students are
exposed to, the long-term effects on their education, and how the lack of a routine and not seeing their peers will affect their wellbeing.
Although their screen time will no doubt be increased, technology can allow students to access a whole range of resources that aren’t
usually available in a normal class atmosphere, enriching their learning further. Students don’t all need the latest computers to access
resources either, with Microsoft Teams and Zoom available on most smart phones, tables, and even the PlayStation and Xbox consoles.
Although students can continue to socialize with peers outside of school hours, I believe that the social side of school is essential to a
student’s wellbeing. In live lessons, teachers have the ability to split students into breakout rooms, which gives them the opportunity
to work in small groups and replicates the social side of being in a classroom. This is something I have used regularly, and it is great to
see them bouncing ideas off each other and discussing challenging problems. The additional bonus of this is that students can work
with different peers each lesson, gaining further understanding from a wider range of people.
I have found it to really benefit my wellbeing by using the normal structure of the school day to plan when I would work. I speak with
my tutees before lessons, always build in a 20-minute break in the morning and go for a walk at lunch to get some fresh air. With
regards to the long-term effects on a student’s education, I feel that if students engage in the online education process, they will be
able to stay on top of the content that is required and in the long run teachers will be able to adapt our teaching to ensure that students
don’t miss out.
A local Secondary School Teacher
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Please do not despair! (Some thoughts from the ERA Chair)

Some useful contacts: -

We all understand that the past year has been a horrific one for all pupils and students. The
government and educational establishment have been continuously telling us that
children’s lives will be ruined by missed schooling. But my feelings are that this view is
grossly exaggerated.
Let me start my argument with my own school days. At the age of fourteen while riding my
bike I was hit head on by a motorcyclist who had strayed to the wrong side of the road. The
resulting hospital stay and convalescence cost me the equivalent of one missed school term.
OK, so maybe my poor A-level exam grades deterred me from trying for a university place
and gave rise to working a year in the wrong industry before having another “gap” year
temping. But when I found the profession that suited me (through trying many jobs) and
picked up my education again to get an engineering degree as a “mature student”, it did not
prevent me from rising to a high level in my profession. I have had a wonderful 40-year
career that involved living and travelling around the world. My point here is that even a few
years missed in the conventional education cycle does not ruin a life.
Now, let’s look at a few examples of successful people without degrees or completed formal
education:
Thomas Edison, Charlie Chaplin and Henry Ford
Sir Richard Branson (three O-levels)
Sir John Major (left school at 16)
Steve Jobs, Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg all dropped out of college.
Of course, I could go on and on with such a list.
Furthermore, consider this; it was not until 1880 that schooling until age 10 was made
compulsory in England and Wales. Then, not until the Education Act of 1996 was full-time
education from 5 to 16 made compulsory. So, what happened before then? Civilisation
progressed very well! Just think of some great scientific discoveries from earlier times:
Earth’s magnetic field – 1600; Saturn’s rings observed – 1656; Law of gravity determined –
1666: Microscopic organisms seen - 1675; Gas Laws – 1787; The electric battery – 1800; The
steam engine – 1804; Atomic theory – 1808 and don’t forget all the brilliant discoveries from
the ancient world.
In other words, enquiring minds came to the fore before formal schooling was with us. A
year’s education lost in your youth becomes nothing when you get to retirement age
(whatever that means these days). You are still learning life skills even while school, college
and exams are interrupted.
Remember also, in many countries students have to repeat failed school years and I could
make another list of those “failures” who went on to great successes. You will recover from
missed school or college, you can recalibrate, you can succeed. Hopefully when you are
grandparents you will simply be telling your grandchildren about the small blip in your life
that was COVID-19 and how that did not stop you succeeding in your chosen field.

101 – Non – emergency
(report a crime/incident)
111 – Non – emergency (NHS)
999 – All Emergency services
(incident taking place at that time)
Mind - 0300 123 3393
(mental health advice and help)
Mind – 01923 727141
(domestic abuse advice and help)
Samaritans – 116 123
(suicide helpline)
NSPCC – 0800 1111
(Childline for children)

(Abuse – child, sexual, domestic, violence)

NSPCC – 0808 800 5000

(Adults concerned about a young child)

Curse Bereavement Care
0808 808 1677
Refuge –0808 2000 247
(domestic violence)
Alzheimer’s society – 0300 222 1122
Have you experienced flooding
within your property or garden in
recent months? Let us know, we are
keeping note of areas that are
becoming more prone to water
saturation to help us engage with
statutory authorities.
Have you got a story to share? Or
want to bring something to the
attention
of
the
Eastbury
community? Let us know and we can
add an article into our Summer
Newsletter!

At worst, this may be just a tiny setback to achieving your dreams
David Caiden

www.eastburyresidents.com
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LOCAL INTERESTS
EASTBURY HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Eastbury Farm Primary School is at
the heart of our community and as
rated by Ofsted is a “Good” school
with “Outstanding Features” and
provides excellent education facilities
for children from nursery age through
to year 6.
Currently the school is providing face
to face teaching for around 100
children of key workers and students
that are in the vulnerable category.
This is as well as providing and
keeping track of remote learning for
all children currently not allowed to
attend. The amazing dedication of the
school staff is a fantastic example of
commitment and professionalism to
provide for our local community.
Bravo EFS!!
The Senior Leadership Team are
really looking forward to all of the
students to return to their classrooms
and bring teaching back close to
normal!

This is a small organisation of 130 members
run by volunteers. EHS will be working with the
ERA for the Eastbury In Bloom competition
which will be judged during week commencing
5th July 2021. Judging will be based on some
simple criteria:
 Interpretation of a theme
 Planting and design
 Originality
More information will be posted in the
coming months on the ERA website, please
keep an eye out www.eastburyresidents.com
Residents who wish to become members pay
an annual subscription of £5. Remittances and
enquiries should be sent to our Membership
Secretary at 43, Knoll Crescent Northwood
HA6 1HH or email ehs.members@gmail.com
Further information can be obtained from the
Secretary, Paul Akers on 01923 821115
paul1945ginkgo@aol.co.uk or the Chairman,
Stephen Lee on 01923 825173

Northwood Football Club is situated in
Chestnut Avenue at the bottom of the old
high street (by the ‘iron bridge’). Currently
all football is suspended at the moment,
but when the Isthmian League resumes,
pop down on a Saturday afternoon to
watch some great local football.
If you have children who enjoy playing
football, Northwood FC also have a very
active youth section, running 23 teams
across all age groups from U7 through to
U18, there is also the Mini-Woods section
which provides football for younger
children starting from 4 years old.
The youth section plays in the Watford
Friendly League and play their home
games at Merchant Taylor’s School and
Northwood Park.
Check out their website or if you are
interested in joining contact:
youthsecretary.nfc@gmail.com

ERFAG
The Eastbury Residents Flood Action Group (ERFAG) Committee continues to work with
all relevant authorities to try to reduce the risk of local flooding within our area. “All
Agency” meetings are held on a regular basis and are attended by representatives from
the County Council Flood Management Group, County Highways, the Environment
Agency, Thames Water and TfL.
Further to the wins reported in the last ERA Newsletter (which included several pipe
clearances) we are pleased to report that the TfL trash screen behind St Mary’s Avenue,
which was a cause of continual flow blockages, has now been replaced by much lighter
security fencing.
However, further minor flooding events often occur. One recent case of a waterlogged
back garden was clearly the result of modifications made at a neighbour’s house. It
seems local planning committees never consider drainage issues unless a development
is in an existing flood zone. This is the result of flawed government guidance and those
of us working on the BCC Neighbourhood Plan will be lobbying for the adoption of a
local policy change in this regard.
The ERFAG group is chaired by Aji Oyekanmi and the group can be contacted on:
eastburyfloodactiongroup@gmail.com

Northwood Headquarters
ERA maintains a cordial relationship
with the military base and Northwood
Headquarters very kindly invited the
Chairman and other ERA members to a
tour of HQ and hosted a lunch last
spring, for which we are extremely
grateful. This was indeed a fascinating
visit. Staff from HQ have also been
assisting with the pandemic volunteer’s
group.
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COUNCILLOR’S CORNER
We are now at the planning stage for the
coming year and we are putting together
our Business Plan and Aims and Objectives
for the Batchworth Community Council,
which incorporates all residents’ comments.
Whilst COVID restrictions have made things more difficult we aim to have this
available on our website from May.
Whilst our responsibility is for the whole of Batchworth, Eastbury has its own very
special requirements. One of the priorities for the council has been to try to find
a suitable site for a community centre for residents, which is proving difficult. We
are therefore at this time looking at a site in Rickmansworth, whilst not forgetting
the requirements of Eastbury. If you know of a suitable site that could be used as
a community hall or centre, please do call the Clerk of the Batchworth Community
Council.
COVID has slowed down or stopped much of what is going on at Council level,
however we do know that the outdoor gym at the Eastbury Recreation Ground
will go ahead and plans for other enhancements will be part of our business plan
for the coming year.
Now more than ever the environment is an important part of our lives, in our plan
we will address working closely with TRDC and Herts CC to provide funding to
meet residents’ needs.
One of the unsung committees of BCC is the Planning Committee that meets
fortnightly and whilst it has only limited power, it is a consultee and makes its
views known on all the planning applications that are in the Eastbury and Moor
Park ward.
I hope that this short article provides you with a little insight into the current
thinking and planning of BCC for Eastbury. And I do hope that you keep fit and
well in these difficult times.

Cllr Alan Moss

Hertfordshire County Council has been
closely with the NHS and GP practices in the
county so that residents can receive all of
their COVID-19 vaccinations and tests locally.
The County Council has gratefully taken up offers from both
Merchant Taylors’ School and the Carpenders Park Community Hall
for Asymptomatic (Lateral Flow) testing sites. For testing details,
see Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing in Hertfordshire | Hertfordshire
County Council
working

Through the extremely cold weather Hertfordshire’s gritters were
out in force, gritting up to six times in a 24-hour period to keep the
traffic moving safely. The weather can vary across the county (650
square miles) but if all priority routes across the whole county have
to be gritted, each run covers approximately 1,558 miles, uses 300
tonnes of salt, and 63 vehicles. On the busiest day so far this winter,
the gritters in total drove more than 9,000 miles, and in total 945
hours were driven across all routes not including standby. During
that time they spread 1,800 tonnes of salt on 43% of Hertfordshire’s
Roads.
(gritting routes: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/winterroads)
The Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue Service offered to help where
needed and particularly at Vaccination and Test Centres. In rural
areas Farmers too were helping.
It has been a difficult time and I am so very grateful to the very
many community minded volunteers and helpers who make life
easier for others, whether it is by supporting friends and neighbours
during the Pandemic, or for example by previously registering with
the Salt Distribution Team and using County Council salt to keep
nearby roads and pavements clear, or by continuing to report
highways faults at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/highways

Cllr Frances Button

Despite the restrictions of recent months, Cllr Reena Ranger and I have continued to be busy with council work and helping residents. As you would
expect, council meetings remain in virtual form but accessible to the public via the live stream link published on each agenda. Those wishing to
address committees must register at least 48 hours in advance with the committee team.
The most common issues on which residents have been in touch with us relate to:
 Speeding: Westbury Road and The Woods have featured prominently. Consequently, we arranged for the police to undertake speed monitoring.
Contrary to popular belief, we have learnt that the police must remain visible to drivers and by doing so, aim to reduce speeding not to catch
offenders. The Police and Crime Commissioner runs a DriveSafe initiative for community groups to undertake their own speed monitoring.
Anyone interested in being part of this should contact us.
 Flooding: This is a complex issue and ultimately, seems to be the responsibility of multiple agencies. We have held a meeting with our MP,
Gagan Mohindra and hope to make some progress going forward.
 Three Rivers Local Plan: Regrettably and much to our frustration, the publication of the draft for public consultation has been delayed again.
Apart from creating continuing uncertainty for those living near sites offered up for development, the consequence of not having an up to date
Local Plan is that the balance is tilted in favour of developers when planning applications are submitted.
 Outbuildings: Residents are encouraged to apply to Three Rivers for a Certificate of Lawfulness should they wish to construct a new outbuilding.
Neighbours are often concerned about the size of these.
 Eastbury Recreation Ground: We are delighted to have secured the planting of nine new trees
Local elections take place on 6 May for Hertfordshire County Council, Three Rivers District Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner. Current
guidance prohibits us from going door-to-door to catch up with residents and from delivering leaflets. However, we are still communicating
regularly through our Moor Park and Eastbury Matters email service. If you would like to be kept informed – and many people have told us how
useful these emails are – please contact Reena or me or email: moorparkandeastbury@swhertsconservatives.org
Stay safe and well.
Cllr Debbie Morris
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WHO’S WHO?
Eastbury Residents Association’s role
Our residents’ association plays an important and active role in contributing to the welfare of our neighbourhood. We are in regular
contact with councillors from Three Rivers, Hertfordshire, and Batchworth Community Council
Please get in touch with us to share your thoughts on any aspect of the Eastbury Community

David
Caiden
Chair

Derek
Levy
Treasurer

Ginny
Nevill

Kamla
Patel

Sameer
Keshani

Ian
Cristol

Craige
Coren

Kaksha
Mehta

Suchira
Peiris

Andy
Tooley

Secretary Membership

committee@eastburyresidents.com
www.eastburyresidents.com

Hertfordshire County Council

Joan King
(East of railway line)

Three Rivers District Council

Batchworth Community Council

Jo Clemens

Alan Moss
Neelima Payne
Francois Neckar
Nigel Stewart

jclemensmpe@gmail.com

clerk@batchworth-ecc.gov.uk

joan.king@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Debbie Morris
debbie.morris@threerivers.gov.uk

Frances Button
(West of railway line)
frances.button@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Reena Ranger
reena.ranger@threerivers.gov.uk

Roles & Responsibilities
Policing, Fire and Rescue
Schools and education
Roads and highways
Social care
Street lighting
Verge tree planting & maintenance
Grass verge maintenance
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

Roles & Responsibilities
Refuse & recycling
Planning & environment
Building control
Maintaining & running leisure facilities: Watersmeet
The Aquadrome
Eastbury Rec
www.threerivers.gov.uk

Roles & Responsibilities
Developing Neighbourhood Plan
Monitoring Planning applications
Community enhancement

www.batchworth-ecc.gov.uk

