News
Summer 2020

Note from Chairman

Welcome to the new look ERA Newsletter. Our AGM at Eastbury Farm School in
October 2019 provided direction to the ERA Committee on what residents felt
were important issues. One thing in particular came over clearly and that was the
desire to have a paper newssheet delivered through doors as used to happen on a
regular basis until some years ago. So, at long last, here it is!
The other burning issue was the unpopularity of a new subscription level in the
early days of our reformation. This has now been rectified by reducing the annual
subscription to £5 per membership year. The membership year starts in January
and residents reading this who wish to join can do so at www.eastburyresidents.com
and pay by electronic transfer. Members who paid the old higher rate will be
offered a five-year membership term to correct this year s over-payment.
Your Committee has been working hard to re-organise and get the ERA fully
functional again with a redrafted and modernised Constitution and set of
Membership Rules.
The pandemic was obviously a blow to all of us and our hearts go out to those who
have lost loved ones. One good outcome though has been an increased sense of
community. For example, member Naomi Bhundia and others have been doing great
volunteer work to assist vulnerable residents, and she gives us a report and update
on page 2.
Recent Committee meetings have also discussed other issues of concern that were
raised both at the AGM and by individual members throughout the past year.
These have mostly concerned lacking County Highways maintenance (including tree
maintenance, paving, road markings) as well as parking nuisance. In an effort to
pursue such issues your Committee has been meeting County, District and
Community Councillors and Andy Tooley discusses such progress on page 3 and also
helps us to understand which tier of council is responsible for what activities. We
also wish to remind everyone to be vigilant in reporting County highways
maintenance issues on-line using the Hertfordshire County Council website.
Your Committee wishes all residents the very best of health in these trying times.

AGM

The next AGM is due to
take place at Eastbury
Farm School on the
evening of Wednesday
24rd June. Obviously at
this stage we cannot be
sure whether a “live”
meeting will be possible;
if not, a virtual meeting
invitation (using either
Zoom or Teams) will be
posted on the website.

Meet the Committee
Chairman
David Caiden

Treasurer
Derek Levy

Secretary
Ginny Nevill

Membership
Kamla Patel

Andy Tooley

Ian Cristol

Clap for Carers

on a
Thursday evening at 8pm is
happening
every
week
around Eastbury – join in the
appreciation if you can!!

Keep an eye out for a
revamped ERA
website due to be
launched in June

David Reynolds

www.eastburyresidents.com

Sameer Keshani
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Keep active, keep in touch, and keep positive

This article was supplied by Jenny Cohen (Mindell), an Eastbury Resident, who is
Professor of Public Health at UCL

Despite the serious problems and sadness associated with the COVID-19
pandemic, most of us have probably been enjoying the lack of cars on our
streets, with the consequent marked reductions in noise and air pollution,
making it so much more pleasant to walk or cycle. Many more people seem to
be out exercising on the streets, and many of us have got to know our
neighbours better, albeit at a distance. It has become commonplace to greet
those one sees, even if strangers, and to have longer conversations across
the road with acquaintances. These social ties are actually very important for
our mental and physical health; one study found that having many social
contacts has a similar size health benefit to quitting smoking.
Regular physical activity, preferably making one at least a little out of
breath, is a very important factor for keeping ourselves well. It halves the
risk of heart disease or stroke; reduces the risks of developing depression,
obesity, diabetes, several types of cancer, and osteoporosis; slows cognitive
decline, making dementia less likely; and improves mental wellbeing. Those not
interested in sports and formal exercise may be pleased to learn that walking
can achieve this. Current recommendations for adults are to accrue at least
150 minutes of moderate or 75 minutes of vigorous intensity activity (or a
pro rata mixture) every week to promote cardiovascular fitness. If you want
to be more active, gradually increase the frequency, duration and/or
intensity of your exercise.
In addition, adults should spend at least 10 minutes at least twice a week
doing muscle strengthening exercise – this could be carrying a child or walking
back from Northwood carrying shopping. If you want to lift some smaller
weights, look in your kitchen cupboards for tins or packets while we cannot
use gyms. Those who are at risk of falls are also recommended to spend at
least 10 minutes at least twice a week doing activities to improve balance. Tai
Chi is particularly beneficial.
Finally, a positive attitude is also good for health and wellbeing, as are acts
of altruism, or being a good neighbour.

Jenny Cohen [Mindell]
Eastbury Resident

Membership

We would like to encourage everyone in the Eastbury Community to
join the Eastbury Residents Association; the wider reach we have
the more we can all do for our area. ERA needs their members to
play an active role by suggesting services we can provide for the
benefit of all residents and highlight social issues that can be taken
forward for resolution.

If you are not already a member then please join our ERA community – all information
is on or website www.eastburyresidents.com or get in touch with us on email via

committee@eastburyresidents.com

Coronavirus
Community Help for
Northwood, Ruislip
and Pinner
This band of helpers which are soon
to be renamed “The Neighbours
Connective” are
a
grassroots
volunteer led community group
aiming to help those affected by the
pandemic.
If you are self-isolating, elderly, or
vulnerable, local volunteers in
Eastbury and Moor Park are able to
help with shopping, walking dogs,
prescription collections or a friendly
chat on the phone.
Should you be in need of help please
call 01923 751076 (you may need to
leave a voicemail, this will be picked
up as soon as possible), or email
help@cchnpr.zendesk.com
or complete the simple webform at
www.tinyurl.com/CCH-Help.
The group are supporting Three
Rivers District Council to fill
Emergency Food Boxes. and have
also been able to deliver food to the
Michael Sobell Peace Hospice,
Hillingdon and Holywell food banks,
Watford New Hope Trust, NHS and
local care home staff and other
charities. This is all thanks to our
generous
residents
and
local
businesses for supporting this
initiative, including Wenzels for
providing
crates
used
for
transportation, Tesco in Pinner
Green for their donation of food,
and BCC for an emergency grant.
Please contact the group if you able
to make further food donations.

Naomi Bhundia
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Update from our Hertfordshire County Councillor (East)
The ERA recently met with Councillor King from Hertfordshire County Council,
who looks after the majority of the Eastbury area (from the Metropolitan
Railway eastwards – towards the Watford Road). Councillor King s ward covers
both South Oxhey and Eastbury, which you will appreciate has quite a diverse
set of needs. We reviewed the following aspects pertinent to Eastbury.

Do you have any questions
for our County Councillors?
Let us know
committee@eastburyresidents.com

Street Lighting – Cllr King confirmed that HCC are currently undertaking a
programme of replacing all street lighting within he Eastbury area with new LED
lamps which will greatly reduce running costs and allow street lighting hours to
be extended. Once the replacement is completed the streetlights will remain on
an hour longer after dark and be reenergised an hour earlier before dawn.

New LED Streetlights
provide cost efficiencies

Trees within the verges – we expressed our concern to Cllr King on two
counts, firstly that of diseased trees being removed and not replanted, and
secondly the maintenance of existing trees. Cllr King confirmed that there was
a programme to replant a number of trees in the spring, which has since been
carried out. With regard to maintenance, she advised that there was limited
budget for this and whilst she would attempt to redirect funds, if there were
particular issues that were of a safety concern, they should be reported on the
highways fault reporting part of their website.

New trees arrive from
HCC in Westbury

Speeding on roads – particularly Westbury Road – Cllr King confirmed that a
speed and volume count was carried out last year on Westbury and explained
that there was a particular way that the average was found, which discounts the
very high and very low to provide an average speed in line with Hertfordshire
Highways methodology; this was calculated to be 28mph and therefore no
further action will be taken by HCC.

Recent accident raises
the question of speeding

Commuter parking – there had been some concern expressed by residents
that the volume of parking by commuters for both Moor Park and Northwood
stations was on the increase within the Eastbury area due to the lack of, or
expense of, parking adjacent to the stations. This has especially been evident at
the bottom of Westbury Road, Bourne End Road, Eastbury Road, Eastbury
Avenue and Davenham Avenue. We suggested that a 1-hour parking restriction
for non-residents during the day, as in Moor Park, could solve the issue. Cllr King
agreed to investigate this as she believed it to be feasible, she did say that if a
local petition was raised with over 1,000 signatories it would greatly help bring
it to the attention of HCC; if there is any resident who would wish to take up
this challenge, please get in touch with the ERA.

Would you like to see
commuter parking
eradicated in Eastbury?

HCC Councillor Community budget – Cllr King explained that she has a budget
of £90,000 per year to spend across the whole of Eastbury and South Oxhey
which is set for each April. For the last two years all has been spent in the South
Oxhey area, we agreed to meet in late summer this year to review and stake
claim to a proportion of this for Eastbury for the next budget year.

What would you like to
see our County Council
spend their community
budget on?
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District Councillors
Update from our Three Rivers District ward councillors
Cllrs Debbie Morris, Reena Ranger and Joanna Clemens
continue to work hard for residents throughout this difficult
time. Virtual council meetings are taking place and as with all
council meetings, their dates, times and agendas are available
to view on the council website. Details of how residents can
access these meetings remotely can also be viewed there.
Members of the public wishing to speak are asked to notify
the council committee team no later than 48 hours before
the meeting so that they can be sent the necessary link. In
the case of planning committee meetings, only the first two
people to register on any application (one for and one against)
will be allowed to speak.
The council have recently completed a consultation on the
addition of adult gym equipment at the Eastbury Recreation
Ground. The results are being assessed by the leisure team
and if the decision is made to install this equipment, the cost
will be shared between Three Rivers and Batchworth
Community Council.
Support is available for shielding, self-isolating and
vulnerable residents from a number of council and voluntary
schemes. This includes shopping, dog-walking, collecting
prescriptions or simply having someone to talk to on a regular
basis. For more information, please visit the Three Rivers
Website and search for “Local Support for people selfisolating” www.threerivers.gov.uk
Or to register or request support use the Three Rivers
online form, call 01923 776611 or e-mail via
enquiries@threerivers.gov.uk
Your ward councillors send out emails to residents with local
news, information and events. These have been particularly
well-received during the current crisis as they have included
the various changes to the bin collections, the temporary
closure of the household waste centre and where to access
help and support. If anyone would like to receive these,
please contact Cllr Ranger at reena@reenaranger.com or on
07455 210408. Should you wish to get in touch with Cllr
Morris, please email debbiemorris99@outlook.com or call 01923
824169; Cllr Clemens email is jclemensmpe@gmail.com and
phone number is 07888 960913.
Finally, we hope that you all stay safe and well. We are all
here to help with any queries or concerns.
Debbie Morris

Neighbourhood Plan
The Batchworth Community Council (BCC) has
set up a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
(NPSG) to oversee the creation of the
Batchworth Neighbourhood Plan.
A consultant has been engaged to help with the
public outreach and create the Plan. Your ERA
Chairman sits on the NPSG and will be involved
with a focus group for Eastbury where we hope
to collect views from all local interest groups.
A Neighbourhood Plan will give the community
of Rickmansworth Town and Moor Park &
Eastbury Wards (residents & businesses) a say
in its own future and an influence on how
development sites are progressed to best
deliver sustainable growth for community
benefit. The NPSG will be delivering leaflets
with more details.
A Neighbourhood Plan is a document that sets
out the planning policies and spatial and
infrastructure priorities for the designated
area. Planning Policies are used to influence
planning application decisions. Inputs will be
from residents like you in the local community.
Once drafted, the whole community decides by
referendum whether the local authority should
bring the Plan into force.
Adopting a Plan will ensure that Batchworth
Community Council will be entitled to receive
25% of the Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) monies from development in the
Neighbourhood Area, this is a charge levied on
developments, which is used to fund social and
physical infrastructure projects in the area.
The NPSG would like to hear your views on
matters which you consider important in
shaping development in your community. You
can leave your comments on the Batchworth
Neighbourhood
Plan
website:
www.batchworthplan.org.uk or send an email
to: info@batchworthplan.org.uk
You can also sign up on the website to receive
updates and progress reports.
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Update from Batchworth Community Council
The Batchworth Community Council (BCC) came into existence just under three years ago. The council
followed on from a local referendum when the communities of the two wards, Rickmansworth and Eastbury
and Moor Park voted for its establishment. The council consists of eight counsellors with a part time clerk.
The council s income comes from two sources, Precip (which is a local tax and you will see this tax on your
annual Council tax bill) and CIL from developments in the area of which the BCC gets a percentage.
The Precip income goes towards paying the running cost of the council and for regular outgoings with which
the council wishes to be involved; it can also be used to award things such as grants. CIL funds are for capital
expenditure projects.
The council is few in numbers for the 2 wards with only 8 councillors and to be honest we lack the people in
some areas. In my view there should be 12 members to enable it to operate more effectively, however we
are where are, and we will get on with it!
This brings us to Eastbury and Moor Park, this ward is rather unusual as it does not have a centre, a few
shops in Moor Park but overall offers virtually no facilities. In addition, half of the ward is a private estate
overseen by its own estate company. The BCC has initially decided to concentrate its funds on the Eastbury
half of the ward.
Primarily, it has looked at The Eastbury Recreation area, and as you will have seen, an outdoor gym has been
approved and is going through planning following local consultation. The BCC has plans to work closely with
the TRDC to continue to improve the facilities at the recreation area and these plans will be announced as
we move forward with the TRDC. It is also looking at using the local footpaths to provide a fitness trail for
residents.
The council has limited powers and has decided to partner with both District and County to ensure projects
get off the ground and come to fruition. Using its funds in this manner will enable it to move forward
supporting Eastbury.
However, the key to the development and projects to enhance Eastbury will be getting the Neighbourhood
Plan completed and approved by referendum.
Alan Moss
BCC Chair

Northwood Headquarters
ERA maintains a cordial relationship with the military base and Northwood
Headquarters very kindly invited the Chairman and other ERA members to a tour of HQ
and hosted a lunch last spring, for which we are extremely grateful. This was indeed a
fascinating visit. Staff from HQ have also been assisting with the pandemic volunteers
group.
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Eastbury Farm Primary School is at the
heart of our community and as rated by Ofsted
is a “Good” school with “Outstanding Features”
and provides excellent education facilities for
children from nursery age through to year 6.
Whilst currently partly closed due to the Covid-19 restrictions,
EFS is still providing limited schooling for the children – bravo
and thank you!
The school has a very active PTA which puts on events to
fundraise to enrich the educational experience of all the
children who attend. Many of these are open to the wider
community, which obviously includes all Eastbury Residents,
these include Fireworks around November 5th, a Christmas
Fayre in early December, and a Quiz Night in the Spring. Please
watch out for invites once these events return post Covid-19!!

ERFAG
Intense rainfall on EU Referendum Day caused 24 homes in the
Eastbury area to be flooded. Some residents had to evacuate
their homes for nearly a year and home repair costs were
staggering. These events led to the formation of the Eastbury
Residents Flood Action Group (ERFAG).
Since that then the ERFAG Committee has been working
tirelessly with all relevant authorities to try to improve the risk
of local flooding. A www.eastburyresidents.com lot of wins have
been achieved, in particular clearing of certain storm sewers (by
Thames Water s contractor) that were blocked at the time of
the flood, as well as clearing of road gullies by HCC Highways
maintenance contractor and the undertaking of video surveys of
most relevant pipes including those owned by TfL that take the
local flows under the railway lines in the vicinity of the
Batchworth Lane Bridge.
Although this clearing has improved the risk level from that at
June 2016 the situation is still not perfect and two further, and
thankfully smaller, flood incidents have occurred. ERFAG
continues to hold “all-agencies” meetings with the various
authorities on a regular basis in an effort to help improve the
situation. TfL have now accepted maintenance responsibility for
the land east of the railway behind St Mary s Avenue houses and
are installing a new trash screen at the Moor Park stream
outfall. Also, Thames Water have completed hydraulic modelling
of the lower Eastbury catchment area.
The ERFAG group is led by Caroline McHugh and she and the
group can be contacted on:

eastburyfloodactiongroup@gmail.com

Situated
on
the
Mount Vernon Campus, Michael
Sobell Hospice is well known in
the community for providing end
of life care to people, it has an incredible day
care unit that has cared for people with terminal
illness for many years. The in-patient unit was
reopened at the beginning of this year after
lying dormant for 18 months, which was fantastic
news for everyone associated with it; there are
some 75 volunteers from the local area who
provide their time to give patients and their
families a good degree of solace in very difficult
times, which is amazing. Unfortunately, as with
many charities, their ability to raise funds
during the current Covid-19 restrictions is
hugely limited as fund raising is normally carried
out via their charity shops and community group
fundraising events.
If anyone in the Eastbury Community can help in
any way through donations, volunteering of time,
or any ideas to generate funds, please do get in
touch, as they will benefit from any assistance.

info@michaelsobellhospice.co.uk

Northwood Football Club is
situated in Chestnut Avenue at
the bottom of the old high street
(by the ‘iron bridge ); if anyone
fancies a Saturday afternoon
watching great local football,
come down and give your support. Northwood
first team play in the Isthmian League to a good
standard – well worth an afternoon out.
If you have children who enjoy playing football,
Northwood FC also have a very active youth
section, running 23 teams across all age groups
from U7 through to U18, there is also the MiniWoods section which provides football for
younger children starting from 4 years old.
Check out their website if you are interested:

www.northwoodfc.com.
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LOCAL HISTORY – did you know?

EASTBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Merchant Taylors' Prep School formerly
Northwood Preparatory School has rich medieval
history embedded in its grounds.

This is a small organisation of 130 members run by
volunteers. They organise a number of functions each
year though obviously these are curtailed during the
present pandemic. Wine and cheese are served after
the April AGM and during the year there is a Spring and
an Autumn Plant Sale plus day outings to special gardens
(sometimes National Trust) are usually held three times
a year. An annual week s holiday further afield remains
very popular with many members.

The site has been part of archaeological evaluation
in the 1950s by Professor Martin Biddle and more
recently in May 2012 by Channel 4's Time Team.
The site was referred to as “Manor of the More”
and later accommodated a Medieval house that was
comparable to Hampton Court with vast orchards
and grazing fields. The more recent Time team
excavation identified various parts of the once
majestic Manor. Structure of two timber framed
buildings, a great hall and various other sections.
The structures are said to date back to 1426 later
alterations by Cardinal Wolsey post 1521.
The Tudor mansion was home to Cardinal Wolsey
the Chancellor to King Henry VIII and his first
wife whom he later divorced, Catherine of Aragon.
Wolsey Road which provides access to Moor Park
Underground Station and Merchant Taylors' Prep
and Senior School was named after Cardinal
Wolsey.
Can you spot other roads within the Moor Park
estate that are named after other noblemen?

The annual Flower Show takes place alternating between
Spring and Autumn. Categories include floral
arrangements, fruit and vegetables, homemade
preserves and even miniature gardens created by pupils
who attend the venue of the show – Eastbury Farm
School in Bishops Avenue.
Throughout the winter 5 or 6 speakers present a variety
of topics and a newsletter is published several times a
year while gardening advice is offered to members.
Residents who wish to become members pay an annual
subscription of £5. Remittances and enquiries should be
sent to our Membership Secretary at 43,Knoll Crescent
Northwood HA6 1HH or email ehs.members@gmail.com .
Further information can be obtained from the
Secretary,
Paul
Akers
on
01923
821115
paul1945ginkgo@aol.co.uk or the Chairman, Stephen Lee
on 01923 825173

VE day celebrations in Eastbury
It was wonderful to see Eastbury celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE day! The weather was glorious,
and the community came together to celebrate whilst observing the social distancing rules. There was
even a Conga on Crofters road with a 2 metre gap between residents.
Check out more photos on our website.
Thanks to all who shared their photos and videos of the day. Until the next celebration…….
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Councillors

There are a number of different Councillors that have an input into the Eastbury area and these
are listed below. All have responsible for different aspects within the community and hopefully
this will provide you with a brief insight into who does what!!

Hertfordshire County Council
Joan King
(East of railway line)

Three Rivers District Council
Jo Clemens
jclemensmpe@gmail.com

joan.king@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Frances Button
(West of railway line)
frances.button@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Debbie Morris

Batchworth Community Council
Alan Moss
Neelima Payne
Francois Neckar
clerk@batchworth-ecc.gov.uk

debbie.morris@threerivers.gov.uk

Reena Ranger
reena.ranger@threerivers.gov.uk

Roles & Responsibilities
Policing, Fire and Rescue
Schools and education
Roads and highways
Social care
Street lighting
Verge tree planting &
maintenance

Roles & Responsibilities
Refuse & recycling
Grass verge maintenance
Planning & environment
Building control
Maintaining & running leisure
facilities: Watersmeet
The Aquadrome
Eastbury Rec

Roles & Responsibilities
Development Neighbourhood
Plan
Monitoring Planning applications
Community enhancement

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

www.threerivers.gov.uk

www.batchworth-ecc.gov.uk

Keep an eye out for our revamped website coming soon
Eastbury Residents Association s role
Our residents association plays an important and active role in contributing to the welfare of our neighbourhood.
We are in regular contact with councillors from Three Rivers, Hertfordshire, and Batchworth Community Council
Our request and input to BCC has resulted in the approval for an outdoor gym on the Batchworth recreational
ground.
Our ERA Chairman sits on the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and was one of the founding members of the
ERFAG, (Eastbury Residents Flood Action Group).

